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Rebow  Chambers, 

Sir  Isaac's  Walk, 
Colchester. 


31st  July,  1957 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Lexden  and  Winstree  Rural  District  Council 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  report  for  1956. 

This  covers  the  last  year  of  service  of  the  late  Mr.  Hurd,  and  the  report 
would  not  be  complete  without  our  tribute  to  a  lecord  of  public  service  rarely 
equalled. 

Mr.  Hurd's  appointment  as  your  Sanitary  Inspector  took  place  in  1920,  in 
the  same  year  as  the  Public  Health  Committee  was  formed,  and  thirty-six  Annual 
Reports  record  the  great  changes  wrought  during  his  period  of  service. 

I  have  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Council  and  the  Council's  staff  for 
their  assistance  throughout  the  year. 

I  ha.ve  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

E . A . HARGREAVES . 
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LEADEN  &  WINSTREE  RURAL  DISTRICT  CODICIL 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CIRCUlSTxAiCES  OF  THE  'A 


Area  (acres) 

Registrar-General's  estimate  of  resident  population 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1956)  according  to 


66,584 


22,320 


rate  books 


7,556 


Rateable  Value 


£208,519 


Sun  represented  by  a  penny  rate 


£868  16s.  7d. 


Social  Conditions 

The  district  occupied  n  area  partially  surrounding  the  Borough  of  Colchester; 
its  northern  boundary  is  the  River  Stour,  which  separates  it  from  Suffolk.  South¬ 
east  of  Colchester  its  eastern  boundary  is  the  River  Colne  and  the  Blackwater 
Estuary. 

While  the  district  is  mainly  rural,  development  is  taking  place  rapidly  in 
the  ring  of  villages  surrounding  Colchester,  and  these  serve  increasingly  as 
dormitory  areas  for  persons  employed  in  the  town. 

Most  of  the  area  is  occupied  by  agricultural  holdings  and  a  quarter  of  the 
employed  population  find  their  livelihood  in  agriculture  and  allied  trades. 

The  remaining  three-quarters  serve  a  wide  range  of  different  occupations, 
rather  more  than  a  third  being  employed  outside  the  district,  mainly  in  Colchester. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 


Total 

M 

F 

Live  Births  (Legitimate 

251 

146 

105 

Birth  rate  per  1,000 

( Illegitimate 

13 

8 

5 

estimated  resident 
population  11.8 

Comparability  figure 

1.15 

Corrected  rate  13.6 
England  &  Wales  15.7 

Still  Births  (Legitimate 

6 

4 

2 

Rate  per  1,000  total 

(illegitimate 

births  22.2 

England  &  Wales  23 

Deaths 

310 

170 

140 

Death  rate  per  1,000 
estimated  resident 
population  13.9 

Comparability  figure 

0.76 

Corrected  death 
rate  10.56 

England  &  Wales  11.7 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

Deaths 

Rate 

per  1,000  total  births 

Puerperal  sepsis 

— 

- 

Other  puerperal  causes 

— 

— 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 

year  of  age 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 
Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 
England  and  Wales 

Peat hs  in  the  Various  Age  Groups  (local  statistics ) 

Age 

0-1  year 

1  -  2  years 

2  -  5  years 

5-15  years 

15  ~  25  years 

25  -  35  years 
35  -  45  years 
45-55  years 
55  -  65  years 
65  -  75  years 
75  and  over 


Deaths  in  the  area  of  local  residents 
Deaths  outside  the  area  of  local  residents 


Wo.  of  Deaths 
5 

1 

1 

1 

•  3 
7 
21 

38 

64 

169 

510 

203  (of  non-residents  -  6) 

107 


18.9 

20.0 

23.8 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


I 

F 

Total 

Infective  and  Parasitic  diseases 

Malignant  Neoplasm 

1 

1 

2 

Stomach 

6 

3 

9 

Lung,  bronchus 

10 

- 

10 

Breast 

1 

4 

5 

Uterus 

— 

4 

4 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms . 

15 

10 

25 

Diabetes 

1 

— 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

20 

26 

46 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

26 

15 

41 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

3 

4 

7 

Other  heart  disease 

24 

21 

45 

Other  circulatory  disease 

6 

5 

11 

Influenza 

1 

1 

2 

Pneumonia 

4 

10 

14 

Bronchitis 

10 

1 

11 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

3 

- 

3 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

1 

3 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

— 

1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

3 

- 

3 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

5 

— 

5 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

2 

3 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

14 

29 

43 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

6 

— 

6 

All  other  accidents 

4 

2 

6 

Suicide 

2 

1 

3 

Homicide 

1 

— 

1 

Total  170  140  310 
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GENERAL  provision  of  health  services  for  the  area 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY 


The  Medical  Officer  of  Health:-  E.a.HaRGREAVES,  M.R.C.S. ,L.R.C.P. ,D.P.H.  He  is 
also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  neighbouring  Urban  Districts  and  Assistant  Medical 
Officer  to  the  County  Council. 

The  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Surveyor:-  A. Hurd,  F.R.San.I.  He  was  also  a 
qualified  Food  Inspector.  He  devoted  his  whole  time  to  the  Council. 

The  Senior  Assistant  Inspector:-  K.H. Wharton,  A.R.I.C.S. , Cert. R. San. I.  He  devotes 
his  whole  time  to  the  service  of  the  Council.  He  is  also  a  qualified  Food  Inspector. 

The  Assistant  Inspector:-  H.L. limes,  A.M.I.S.E. ,M.R.San.I.  He  is  employed  whole 
time  by  the  Council  and  is  also  a  qualified  Food  Inspector. 

The  Additional  Inspector:-  F.G. Lambert,  Cert. R. San. I.  He  is  employed  whole 
time  by  the  Council  and  is  also  a  qualified  Food  Inspector. 

Two  whole-time  Clerks  are  employed:  O.S. Dalton  and  Miss  J. Tucker. 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES 


There  has  been  no  change  in  the  facilities  described  in  the  last  report. 

The  Laboratories  available  are  situated  at:- 

The  Essex  County  Hospital,  Colchester. 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Woodbridge  Road,  Ipswich. 

The  Counties  Laboratory,  66,  Victoria  Street,  S.W.l. 


AMBULANCE 


Non-emergency  ambulance  calls  are  not  accepted  from  the  general  public. 

To  obtain  an  ambulance  in  an  emergency  it  is  merely  necessary  to  lift  the 
telephone  receiver  and  ask  for  an  ambulance.  If  there  is  a  dialling  system  in 

operation,  dial  ’999',  'O'  or  ’01'  and  ask  for  an  ambulance. 
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HEALTH  SERVICES  PROVIDED  BY  THE  ESSEX  COUNTY  COUNCIL 


Ante-natal  and  post-natal  clinics 
Midwives 

Nursing  in  the  hone 
Health  Visiting 
Mental  Welfare 
Home  Helps 

Vaccination  and  Diphtheria  Immunisation 
Provision  of  nursing  equipment  and  apparatus 

School  Health  Service.  *  ...... 

Ante-natal  and  post-natal  clinics  are  held  at  tho  Health  Services  Clinic, 
Culver  Street,  Colchester,  at  2.30  p.m.  on  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays. 


Infant  welfare  'clinics  are  held  in  the  following  villages: 

TIPTREE:  First  and  third  Fridays  at  tho  Bianca  Hall  at  2  p.m. 
LAYER-de-la-HAYE:  Second  Thursday  at  The  Women's  Institute  at  2  p.m. 
ROWHEDGE:  First  and  third  Thursdays  at  the  Pavilion,  Rectory  Road,  at  2  p.m. 
ABBERTON”  Second  Tuesday  at  the  Village  Hall  at  2  p.m. 

SALCOTT:  Fourth  Tuesday  at -tho  Old  School  at  2  p.m. 

STANWAY :  First  and  third  Tuesdays  at  St. Albright's  Hall  at  2  p.m. 

DEDHAM:  Second  and  fourth  Thursdays  at  the  Hewitt  Hall  at  2  p.m. 

GREAT  HORKSSLEY:  First  Wednesday  at  the. Men's  Social  Club  at  2  p.m. 

BOXTE'D:  Last  Wednesday  at  the  Methodist  Church  Hall  at  2  p.m. 

FORDHXM:  Second  Friday  at  the  Village  Hall  ^t  2  p.m. 

MARKS  TEY:  Third  Wednesday  at  the  Labour  Hall  at  2  p.m. 

GREAT  TEY:  Third  Tuesday  at  the  Village  Hall  at  2  p.m. 


Assistance  from  t.  e  Home  Help  Service  is  obta.ined  by  communicating  with  the 
Area  Organiser,  Area  Office,  Trinity  Street,  Colchester.  Telephone  Colchester 
6251,  extension  3. 


HEALTH  SERVICES  PROVIDED  BY  TiIE  REGIONAL  HOSPITAL  BOARD 


Tuberculosis 


The  Chest  Clinic  is  situated  at  3,  Shcwell  Road,  Colchester,  and  is  open 
daily. 

V.D. 

Sessions  held  at  the  Essex  County  Hospital  on  Mondays  5  p.m.  to  7  p.m.  for 
males  and  females.  Fridays  2  p.m.  to  4  p.m.  for  males  and  females. 
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SANITARY  C IRCUMST  Ai  i CES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER 


ABBERTON  ALP  DISTRICT  WaTER  SURPLY 

The  normal  supply  is  chlorinated  and  bacteriologically  is  very  good; 
chemically  it  contains  a  high  proportion  of  salt  and  4-5  paits  per  million  of  fluorine 

The  number  of  samples  taken  fro  examination  was  -  chemical  4,  bacteriological  18 

A  typical  analysis  is  appended. 


CHEMICAL  RESULTS  IN  PARTS  PER  MILLION 


Appearance  Bright  with  a  very  slight  deposit, 
Colour  Nil 

M  "  7.9 

Electric  Conductivity  2700 

Chlorine  present  as  Chloride  720 
Hardness;  Total  100 

1.0 


Carbonate  100 


Nit rat 
Amnoniacal  Nitrogen  0 . 19 
Albuminoid  nitrogen  0.000 
Metals  Copper  0.30,  other  metals  absent 


Turbidity 
Odour 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 
Tot-l  solids 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium  Carbonate 
N  on-carb  ona t e 
Nitrite  Nitrogen 


Oxygen  absorbed 
Residual  Chlorine 


less  than  3 
Nil 
5 

1700 
335 
0 

.  -0.01 
0.40 
absent 


approx 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  RESULTS 


1  day  at 

- rr^ - 


2  dc 


37°C 


at 


2_day£ 

2(TC 


Number  of  Colonics  developing  on  Agar 

Presumptive  coli-aerogenes  Reaction 
Bact.coli.  (Type  i) 

Cl.welchii  Reaction 


9  per  ml  14  per  ml  ... per  ml 
Present  in  Absent  from  Probable  number 


-  ml 

-  ml 

. .  ml 


100  ml 
100  ml 
...  ml 


0  per  100  ml 
0  per  100  ml 


Remarks 

This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  lias  a  reaction  on  the 
alkaline  side  of  neutrality  and  is  free  from  metals  apart  from  a  minute  trace  of 
copper.  The  water  is  fairly  soft  in  character;  its  content  of  mineral  and  saline 
constituents  is  typical  of  the  supply  from  the  Abberton  Pumping  Station.  Its  organic 
quality  and  bacterial  purity  are  of  a  high  standard. 

These  results  are  indicative  of  a  water  which  is  wholesome  in  character  and 
suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes,  apart  fron  its  known  content  of  fluorine 
being  higher  than  considered  most  desirable. 

The  minute  trace  of  copper  in  this  sample  is  likely  to  be  derived  from  passage 
through  copper  pipes  and  it  will  tend  to  cause  corrosion  of  aluminium  electric  kettles; 
the  content  of  chloride  in  the  supply  would  also  tend  to  cause  corrosion. 
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COLNE  &  STOUR  VALLEY  WaTER  SUPPLY 


This  supply  is  chlorinated  and  softened. 

The  quantity  and  quality  of  this  supply  is  satisfactory.  It  contains  0.6 
parts  of  fluorine  per  million. 

The  number  of  samples  taken  for  examination  was;-  Chemical  A,  Bacteriological  12 
Extensions 

140  yards  Blackpits  Housing  Site,  Stanway 
A  typical  analysis  is  appended. 


CHEMICAL  RESULTS  IN  PaRTS  PER  MILLION 


Appearance  Clear  and 

bright 

Turbidity 

nil 

Colour 

5 

Odour 

nil 

pH 

7.2 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

27 

Electric  Conductivity 

870 

Total  solids 

580 

Chlorine  present  as  Chloride  128 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium 

carbonate 

295 

Hardness;  Total  310 

Carbonate  295 

Non-carbonate 

15 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

0.0 

Nitrite  nitrogen 

absent 

Ammoniacal  nitrogen 

0.30 

Oxygen  Absorbed 

0.15 

Albuminoid  nitrogen 

0.000 

Residual  chlorine 

•  •  • 

Metals  Iron;  0.15, 

other  petals  absent 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  RESULTS 


Number  of  colonies  developing  on  Agar 

Presumptive  coli-aerogencs  reaction 
Bact.coli.  (Type  i) 

Cl.welchii  Reaction 


1  day  at  2  days  at  3  days  at 


37°C 


37°C 


20°C 


0  per  ml  0  per  ml 


per  ml 


Present  in  Absent  from  Probable  number 


-  ml 

-  ml 

. .  .ml 


100  ml 
100  ml 

...  ml 


0  per  100  ml 
0  per  100  ml 


This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  neutral  in  reaction  and  free 
from  metals  apart  from  a  minute  trace  of  iron.  The  water  is  very  hard  in  character 
but  its  hardness  and  its  content  of  mineral  and  saline  constituents  in  solution  are 
not  excessive.  Its  organic  quality  and  bacterial  purity  are  of  a  high  standard. 

These  results  are  indicative  of  a  water  which  is  pure  and  wholesome  in 
character  and  suitable  for  public  supply  purposes 


EAST  DONYLAND  WATER  SUPPLY 


This  is  a  chlorinated  supply  limited  to  the  built-up  area  of  the  Parish 
known  as  Rowhedge. 

Normally  the  supply  is  satisfactory  in  quantity  and  quality.  It  contains 
three  parts  of  fluorine  per  million. 

The  number  of  samples  taken  for  examination  wass-  chemical  4,  bacteriological  12 
A  typical  analysis  is  appended. 


CHEMICAL  RESULTS  IN  PARTS  PER  MILLION 


Appearance  Bright  with  few  particles 
Colour  Nil 

uH  7.9 

Electric  Conductivity  2000 

Chlorine  present  as  chloride  510 
Hardness :  Total  150  Carbonate  150 

Nitrate  nitrogen  0 . 0 

Ammoniacal  nitrogen  0„79 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  0 . 00 

Metals  Iron  0.10,  other  metals  absent. 


Turbidity 

Odour 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 
Total  solids 


less  than  3 
nil 
6 

_ _  1260 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium  carbonate  340 
Non  carbonate  0 

absent 
0.55 


Nitrite  Nitrogen 

Oxygen  absorbed 
Residual  chlorine 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  RESULTS 


I  day  at  2  days  at  3  days  at 
37°C  57°C  2QQC 


Number  of  colonies  developing  on  Agar 

Presumptive  coli-aerogenes  reaction 
Bact .coli. (Type  i) 

Cl.welchii  reaction 


Present  in 

-  ml 

--  ml 
...  ml 


0  per  ml  0  per  ml  ...  per  ml 
Absent  from  Probable  number 
400  ml  0  per  100  ml 

100  ml  0  per  100  ml 

...  ml 


Remarks 


This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  has  a  reaction  on 
the  alkaline  side  of  neutrality  and  is  free  from  metals  apart  from  a  minute  trace  of 
iron.  The  hardness  of  the  water  is  very  moderate  and  the  somewhat  high  but  not 
excessive  content  of  mineral  and  saline  constituents  is  normal  for  this  source.  The 
organic  quality  and  bacterial  purity  of  the  water  are  of  a  high  standard. 


The  results  are  normal  for  this  source  and  indicative  of  a  wholesome  water 
suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes  apart  from  the  disadvantage  of  the  known 
content  of  fluorine  being  higher  than  considered  most  desirable. 
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TIPTREE  WATER  SUPPLY 

This  is  a  chlorinated  supply.  The  supply  will  be  augmented  from  a  new 
borcdiole  which  has  been  constructed  on  the  present  cite.  The  quality  of  the 
w 'ter  is  satisfactory.  It  contains  two  parts  of  fluorine  per  million. 

The  number  of  samples  taken  for  examination  was;-  Chemical  4?  bacteriological  12 

A  typical  analysis  is  appended. 


CHEMICAL  RESULTS  L  PARTS  PER  MILLION 


Appearance 


Colour 

M 

Electric  C onduct ivity 
Chlorine  present  as  Chloride 


Slight  opalescence  with  no  visible  deposit, 
shows  ferruginous  mineral  debris. 

Turbidity 

filtered  5 
7.5 
880 
118 


Microscopic  examination 


Odour 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 
Total  solids 


Hardness; 


Total 


175 


Carbonate 


Alkalinity  as  Calcium 
Carbonate 

175  Non- carbonate 


Nitrate  nitrogen 

0.0 

Nitrite  Nitrogen  less  than 

Amnoniacal  Nitro;  en 

0.33 

Oxygen  absorbed 

.albuminoid  Nitrogen 

0.000 

Residual  Chlorine  < 

Metals  Iron  0.25,  other 

metals  absent 

BaCTERIOLOGIC. 

l-Jj  RESULTS 

5 

nil 

15 

590 

275 

0 

0.01 

0.30 

absent 


Number  of  colonies  developing  on  Agar 

Presumptive  coli-aerogenes  reaction 
Bact.coli.  (Type  i) 

Cl.welchii  reaction 


1  day  at  2  days  at  5  days  at 
37°C  37°C  ’  20°C 

0  per  ml  0  per  ml  . . .  per  ml 
Present  in  Absent  from  Probable  number 
-ml  100  ml 

-  ml  100  ml 

. . .  r - 1  .o.  ul 


0  per  100  ml 
0  per  100  ml 


This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appear mce,  neutral  in  reaction 
and  free  from  metals  apart  from  a  minute  trace  of  iron.  The  hardness  of  the  water 
and  its  content  of  mineral  and  saline  constituents  .  rc  moderate  and  its  organic 
quality  and  bacterial  purity  are  of  a  high  standard. 


Those  results  are  indicative  of  a  water  which  is  pure  and  wholesome  in  character 
and  suitable  for  public  supply  purposes. 


-  12  - 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT 


THE  CHAIRMAN  .iND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  LEADEN  AND  WINSTREE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  report  of  work  carried  out  during  the  year  ending  31st 
December,  1956. 

I  also  attach  report  showing  the  progress  made  in  dealing  with  the  houses 


classified  as  unfit  under  the  Rural  Housing  Survey. 

INSPECTIONS 

Premises  visited  -  Public  Health  Acts  285 

Housing  Act, 1936  363  648 

Work  in  progress  and  property  under  notice  (visits  thereto) 

Public  Health  Act  1270 

Housing  Act,  1936  2313  3583 

Slaughterhouses  inspected  323 

Butchers'  shops  and  food  stores  inspected  637 

Ice  cream  stores  inspected  96 

Dairies  inspected  34 

Bakehouses  inspected  28 

Factories  and  workshops  78 

Appointments  and  interviews  with  property  owners  553 

Number  of  complaints  received  47 

Water  samples  taken  for  analysis  106 

S, ample s  of  milk  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  14 

Rat  infestations  (premises  visited)  1205 

Ice  cream  samples  taken  27 

RESULTS  OF  ABOVE  INSPECTIONS  AND  ACTION  TAKEN 
Informal  notices  served  354 

Statutory  notices  served  -  Public  Health  Act,  1936  1 

Housing  Act,  1936  nil  1 

Statutory  notices  complied  with  -  Public  Health  Act,  1936  1 

Housing  Act,  1936  Nil  1 

Houses  disinfected  7 

Number  of  representations  made  with  view  to  making  Demolition  Orders  18 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  under  Section  11,  Housing  Act,  1935  11 

Clearance  Order  confirmed  (No.  of  properties)  Nil 

Number  of  houses  demolished  by  owners  following  Demolition  Orders  4 

Number  of  houses  demolished  by  owners  following  Clearance  Orders  Nil 

Number  of  houses  demolished  by  owners  voluntarily  3 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  under  Section  12,  Housing  Act,  1936  1 

Demolition  Orders  determined  and  Closing  Orders  made  under  Section 

3(2) (c)  Housing  Act,  1949  Nil 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  under  Section  10,  Local  Government 

(Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953  2 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  owners  have  undertaken  not  to  use 

for  human  habitation  -  Section  11,  Housing  Act,  1936  10 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  undertakings  not  to  use  for  human 

habitation  have  been  cancelled  4 

Number  of  houses  erected  (permanent)  93 

Number  of  houses  erected  (temporary)  Nil 

Closing  Orders  determined  (Housing  Act,  1949)  Nil 

Number  of  Council  Houses  completed  82 
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HOUSING 


24  of  tho  families  living  in  converted  huts  were  rehoused;  families  remaining 
in  these  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  40. 

The  number  of  Class  V  properties  remaining  was  143  -  a  reduction  of  30  in  the 
course  of  the  year. 

There  appears  to  bo  some  danger  of  the  Class  V  properties  being  regarded  as  the 
sum  of  your  district's  housing  problem.  On  the  contrary,  at  the  time  of  the  post¬ 
war  housing  survey,  over  two  thousan.  houses  wore  classified  as  having  less  serious 
defects  which  rendered  them  "not  in  all  respects  fit  for  habitation".  Of  these  a 
large  proportion  fall  short  of  the  minimum  standard  of  amenity. 

Much  thought  and  effort  is  now  given  by  Health  and  Education  Authorities  to 
the  teaching  of  food  and  personal  hygiene,  but  those  efforts  can  bear  little  fruit 
where  drains  and  sanitation  are  lacking  and  b.  ths  a  comparative  rarity. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  projected  changes  in  housing  legislation,  in  addition 
to  the  use  of  development  grants,  will  make  it  possible  to  arrest  the  process  of 
decay  which  has  long  been  at  work  in  much  of  the  rent-controlled  property. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

Sewage  plants  are  in  operation  in  Tiptre*-  and  Dedham.  Extensions  to  the  latter 
were  undertaken  during  the  course  of  the  year.  Small  plants  are  employed  for 
Council  Houses  at  Boxted,  Birch,  Eingringhoe ,  Peldon  and  West  Borgholt. 

One  airfield  plant  is  still  in  operation  at  Wormingford. 

The  parished  of  East  Donyland  and  Stanway  are  also  sewered  and  in  these  cases 
tho  sewage  is  discharged  into  Colchester  sewers. 


Much  of  the  work  for  the  sewerage  of  West  Borgholt  was  completed  during  the  year. 

In  many  of  the  remaining  unsewered  parts  of  the  district  the  sanitary  conditions 
are  far  from  satisfactory.  The  building  of  large  numbers  of  modem  houses 
equipped  with  bathrooms  and  water  carriage  sanitation  may  well  give  rise  to 
conditions  as  bad  or  worse  than  any  which  have  troubled  our  department  in  the  past 
if  reliance  is  placed  upon  the  provision  of  cesspools. 


The  cesspool  is  a  device  designed  solely  for  the  storage  of  sewage  pending-  its 
removal  for  treatment.  XiS  such,  when  bathrooms  were  few,  and  water  consumption  low, 
it  often  proved  an  acceptable  arrangement,  where  provision  was  made  for  tho  removal 
of  its  contents. 

Where  such  arrangements  do  not  exist, find  where  water  consumption  has  risen  to 
thirty  or  more  gallons  per  head  per  d  .y,  the  cesspool  becomes  all  too  often  a 
burden  to  its  owner  and  a  source  of  danger  and  offence  to  the  neighbourhood. 

If  the  sanitary  conditions  of  rural  areas  are  not  to  deteriorate  rather  than 
improve,  development  must  take  place  in  relation  to  a  plan  for  sewerage,  or  must 
recognise  the  need  for  some  effective  treatment  as  an  alternative. 


HE  .T  AITP  CTrEP  FOODS 

Food  shops,  bakerios  and  other  places  whore  food  is  prepared  have  been  inspected 
at  regular  intervals.  Sanples  of  ice-crean  sold  in  the  district  have  been  taken  at 
intervals  for  examination  for  bacterial  content. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEaSE 


No  serious  outbreak  of  infectious  disease  occurred  during  the  course  of  the 

year . 


Table  of  Notifiable  Disease 
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factories  act.,  1937 


Inspections  have  been  made  at  the  various  factories,  and  defects  observed 
have  been  remedied.  The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  work  done. 

Inspections  for  Purposes  for  Provisions  as  to  Health 

(including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors ) 
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